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Note: Although this report focuses on work completed in 2012, the title is based on its publication year.

The Pikes Peak Rural Transportation
Authority (PPRTA) was formed in 2004 when
voters in Colorado Springs, El Paso County, Manitou
Springs, Green Mountain Falls, and Ramah (joined
in 2009) approved a one-cent sales tax to address
transportation infrastructure and transit needs in
the region. Fifty-five% of the funding is allocated to
capital projects, 35% to maintenance projects, and
10% to transit.

In 2012, voters overwhelmingly approved an
extension of the capital portion of the PPRTA from
2015 through 2024. The contents of this report
primarily reflect accomplishments in 2012. The
renewal of the PPRTA by nearly 80% of voters and
its impressive record of completing 25 major capital
projects since its formation were highlighted in the
Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments 2012 Annual
Report video. The video can be viewed at
www.ppacg.org.
CAPITAL PROJECTS
The Manitou Avenue Rehabilitation Project (looking west
from the Ruxton Avenue and Manitou Avenue roundabout)
is the final phase of a multi-million-dollar PPRTA/federal
grant-funded project that also includes a new roundabout
being constructed at the west end of the City. Both projects
are scheduled for completion by Memorial Day 2013.

MAINTENANCE PROJECTS
Maintenance funds for all five member
governments were used for nearly 80 lane miles
of asphalt overlays, over 28 lane miles of chip seal,
13 miles of curb/gutter, 5 miles of sidewalks, 414
pedestrian ramps, 28,821 potholes filled, and 47
bridges repaired.

TRANSIT PROJECTS
Mountain Metropolitan Transit provided 2.9
million trips in the Pikes Peak region during
2012, averaging more than 9,200 rides per
day. PPRTA funding also leveraged federal
grants to replace paratransit vehicles and
for capital improvements.

COLORADO SPRINGS
CAPITAL PROJECTS
(Numbers next to the names of projects
refer to the map on page 12.)

Vincent Drive Extension (#40) and
Vincent Drive Bridge Replacement
(#30)

Construction of the first phase (Vincent
Drive south from Dublin Boulevard to
North Nevada Avenue) was completed
in late 2011. Drivers now have access
to North Nevada Avenue from Dublin
Boulevard. Construction of the second
phase (Vincent Drive north from Dublin Boulevard including the Cottonwood
Creek crossing) was completed in late
2012. Drivers now cross over the existing arch stone masonry culverts north
of Dublin Boulevard The project also
constructed a tunnel for a future Cottonwood Creek trail connection using
TOPS funds.
A third phase was recently
added to the project. Improvements
will be made to Cottonwood Creek
downstream of the arch stone masonry culverts to protect Vincent Drive
from flooding in Cottonwood Creek.
PPRTA is providing the local match
for a Federal Emergency Management
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Agency grant to stabilize Cottonwood
Creek. Design on this third phase began in early 2013. (Total project budget
= $19 million; PPRTA portion = $16
million)

Milton E. Proby Parkway (#5)

acquisitions in 2011, which will be
completed in early 2013. Advertisement
for construction will be done in early
2013 with anticipated completion of
construction in late 2014. (Total project
budget = $29.9 million funded by
PPRTA.)

Construction of the Milton E. Proby
Parkway began in May 2010 and was
completed in June 2012. In November
2011, all the ramps and mainline Proby
Parkway/Academy Boulevard were open
to traffic. Colorado Springs now has the
highly anticipated east-west connection to and from I-25 to the Colorado
Springs Airport and Powers Boulevard.
The streetlights along the corridor are
high-efficiency LED lights.
In June 2012, final planting of
trees and bushes was completed. (Total
project budget = $55.4 million funded
by PPRTA.)

The construction of the Hancock
Avenue Bridge replacement over the
Templeton Gap Floodway was completed in 2012. Built in 1935, the original
structure was replaced and roadway improvements were made along Hancock
Avenue and Nichols Boulevard. New
curb, gutter, and sidewalk will provide
pedestrian and handicap accessibility
along Hancock Avenue from 4th Street
to Portal Park. (Total project budget =
$5.1 million funded by PPRTA.)

Austin Bluffs Parkway Corridor
Improvements (#7 and #22)

Fillmore Street Corridor
Improvements (#21)

The final design was completed in
December 2012 to widen Austin Bluffs
Parkway to six consistent lanes between
Nevada Avenue and Old Farm Drive.
The project team started right-of-way

The new Vincent Drive was completed in late 2012 and includes a tunnel for trail
access to the Cottonwood Creek trail.
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Hancock Avenue Bridge
Replacement (#33)

The City of Colorado Springs is in the
construction phase for improvements
to the Fillmore Corridor from I-25 to
Parker Street. This key transportation
corridor will give west Colorado Springs
access to I-25 and to many business and
recreational destinations. The goal of the
project is to address the congestion occurring on Fillmore Street, particularly
at the I-25 ramps during peak travel
times. Traffic is expected to increase in
the future due to anticipated development. Construction is scheduled to
be completed in October 2013. (Total
project budget = $7.3 million funded by
PPRTA.)
The Fillmore Street Corridor
Traffic Analysis recommended options
to improve traffic at I-25 and Fillmore
Street. A Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) was considered the most
feasible option. A DDI would cost an
estimated ±$10M versus ±$50M for the
single-point urban interchange favored
www.pprta.com

project between Parker Street and I-25 to better coordinate
the two projects.

Woodmen Road Corridor Improvements (#3)

The new Hancock Avenue Bridge as seen from the east side
looking northwest.
in the 2005 Environmental Assessment. The DDI is currently in design by the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) and will hopefully move to construction in
the summer of 2013. Funding for the construction has not
yet been identified. The City is modifying the design of the

Phase II preliminary design was completed in the fall
of 2012 and will widen Woodmen Road to six lanes from
Academy Boulevard to Powers Boulevard (SH-21). An innovative solution of constructing a Continuous Flow Intersection (CFI) at the Woodmen Road and Union Boulevard
intersection has been selected. In this configuration, the
Woodmen Road left-turn movements will be moved to the
left of opposing through-traffic movements so that these left
turns can run concurrently with the east and west through
movements.
This configuration will allow the intersection to run
more efficiently well into the future, delaying the need
for construction of a Single Point Urban Interchange
(SPUI) such as the Austin Bluffs/Union Boulevard interchange. PPRTA II funding will be used for construction
of the CFI. (Total project budget = $103 million; PPRTA
portion = $31.8 million)

Dear Citizens,
Thanks to you, the PPRTA—comprised of unincorporated El Paso County, the cities of Colorado Springs and
Manitou Springs, and the towns of Green Mountain Falls and Ramah—enjoyed another successful year in 2012
with the completion of numerous significant transportation improvements. In November, the voters of the
Pikes Peak region gave the PPRTA a resounding vote of confidence by approving a 10-year extension for the
Capital improvements program (for the years 2015–2024) by a nearly 80% approval rate!
This year, the City of Colorado Springs completed two capital projects—Vincent Drive Extension-Phase 2 and
the replacement of the Hancock Avenue Bridge. The City also has in design or under construction Woodmen
Road-Phase 2, Fillmore Street Corridor, Austin Bluffs Corridor-Nevada to Academy, Austin Bluffs Corridor-Barnes
to Old Farm, Austin Bluffs Bridge Widening, and the Garden of the Gods/Chestnut intersection. El Paso County
has in design or under construction Hodgen Road Upgrade-Phase 2, Meridian Road North-Phase 2, County
Line Road, Baptist Road-West, Marksheffel-South, Stapleton-East, and Meridian-South. The City of Manitou
Springs has under construction its final phase of its Manitou Avenue improvements. For more details about
the PPRTA, please visit our website at www.pprta.com.
Maintenance funds for all five member governments were used for nearly 80 lane miles of asphalt overlays,
28.5 lane miles of chip seal, 13 miles of curb/gutter, five miles of sidewalks, 414 pedestrian ramps, nearly 29,000
potholes filled, and 47 bridges repaired.
With the assistance of the PPRTA Citizen Advisory Committee, the Board of Directors will continue to monitor
the member governments’ spending of PPRTA revenues to ensure the best use of the funds for transportation
improvements in our community. We appreciate the continued support from the citizens of the region,
enabling us to deliver these critical transportation improvements for years to come.

Jan Martin, Chair
PPRTA Board of Directors
www.pprta.com

Tom Harold, Chair
PPRTA Citizen Advisory Committee
PPRTA 2013 Report to the Citizens
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Bridge Repair and Maintenance

Austin Bluffs Bridge
Widening (#29)

The City is in the preliminary design
phase for the widening of the Austin
Bluffs Parkway Bridge over Cottonwood
Creek. Rather than widening the bridge,
a second parallel bridge will be built to
enable future construction of a minor
arterial cross-section of Austin Bluffs
Parkway north of Woodmen Road. The
City is also pursuing options to connect
the Cottonwood Creek Trail, Woodmen
Road Trail, and Austin Bluffs Parkway
Trail in the project area. (Total project
budget = $3.2 funded by PPRTA.)

Garden of the Gods and
Chestnut (#38)

The City is in the alternatives analysis
phase for identifying options to improve
the safety and operation of the Garden
of the Gods Road and Chestnut Street
intersection. (Total project budget =
$522,365 funded by PPRTA.)

25th Street Bridge (#35)

The existing failing bridge structure
needs to be repaired or replaced to
maintain vehicle circulation along 25th
Street. A design study was completed
in 2012 to determine the appropriate
remedial measures to ensure the bridge
is safe for traffic. (Total project budget =
$487,540 funded by PPRTA.)

On-Street Bikeway
Improvements (#28)

In 2012, approximately 11 miles of new
bicycle lanes were installed, increasing
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Chip seal operations: placing the
slag aggregate

Trip hazard mitigation
the City’s overall bicycle lane mileage
to over 100 miles. New bicycle lane
locations include Airport Road, 8th
Street, Cache la Poudre Street, Cheyenne Mountain Boulevard, Colorado
Avenue, Delta Drive, Hancock Avenue,
Institute Street, Las Vegas Street, Lower
Gold Camp Road, Moreno Avenue,
Oro Blanco Drive, Rio Grande Avenue,
Union Boulevard, and Wahsatch Avenue. Two new bicycle parking corrals
have also been added to improve bicycle
parking in the downtown area.

MAINTENANCE
Traffic Engineering

In 2012, the Bridge Repair and Maintenance program completed work on 47
bridge structures, with the majority of the
work consisting of guard rail, bridge rail,
and hand rail repairs and emergency repairs required after a June rain/hailstorm.
A 25-year, long-range bridge replacement and rehabilitation plan and an asset
management system, including both
major and minor bridges, were completed
and implemented. This planning effort
identified 40 structurally deficient bridges
that were included in the extension of the
PPRTA A & B list projects. The North
Nevada Bridges Rehabilitation project
was begun, with completion anticipated
in 2014. Temporary shoring of the Fontanero Street and Union Pacific Railroad
underpass was completed.

Concrete Repairs

PPRTA-funded concrete contractors
repaired 13 miles of broken curbs or
gutters and five miles of sidewalks, and
installed or repaired 414 pedestrian
ramps and 94 crosspans City-wide. The
crews worked primarily to prepare
streets for the Resurfacing Program but
also responded to emergencies and individual citizen requests. A Cost Share
Pilot Program was launched in 2012
to help expedite the repair of concrete
with high levels of damage that were
outside the designated work areas for
the 2012 Concrete Repair programs.
Homeowners agreed to pay 50% of

In 2012, PPRTA program funding
was used to rebuild signals that were
installed more than 25 years ago. Currently, 22 intersections are in design
and nine intersections have been
completed. Included in the intersection rebuilds are illuminated street
name signs that assist drivers and
pedestrians navigating the
roadways at night. These
signs help meet the federally mandated retro reflectivity standards. A total
of 11,638 roadway signs
were installed, reinstalled,
repaired, removed, replaced,
or transferred to improve
safety and identification.
In addition, 913.92 miles
of pavement markings and
5,328 square feet of school
legends were added using
Paving operations on Airport Road
PPRTA funding.
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the repair costs of these projects. Work
was completed at 62 homes. The Trip
Hazard Mitigation (THM) Program
removed sidewalk trip hazards at 3,368
locations throughout the City, with
an emphasis on needs in Grid 2 (Old
Colorado City).

Resurfacing and Pothole
Patching Projects

In 2012, the PPRTA Resurfacing Program treated 70.58 lane miles (LM) of
roads (42.14 LM of paving and 28.44
LM of chip seal). The program included
four test sections of paving using a
dense-graded tire-rubber asphalt material. Adding terminally blended, recycled
tire rubber to the asphalt mix helps
improve the resilience of the asphalt and
increases longevity.
The Chip Seal Program continued
using slag for their aggregate. Slag is a
100%-recycled byproduct of the steel
industry that helps create an extremely
hard, long-wearing road surface. The
City also allowed contractors to use up
to 20% recycled asphalt product (RAP)
in their mixes to reduce the amount of
virgin materials needed for environmental purposes.
As part of the City’s infrastructure
maintenance, PPRTA-funded Streets

City of Colorado Springs: 2005–2012 PPRTA Capital Projects
Right-of-Way and Easement Acquisitions
No. of parcels/
easements
acquired
6
2
3
2
2
2
15
3

Project
Austin Bluffs Interchange
Cimmaron Street Bridge
Austin Bluffs/Nevada Improvements
Fillmore/Union Improvements
Academy/Fountain Improvements
Consitution/Circle Drive Improvements
Fillmore Street T-Gap to Hancock
Fillmore/El Paso Improvements
Academy/Pikes Peak Improvements
Powers Boulevard ROW Protection
Woodmen Road Widening/Interchange
Proby Parkway
Vincent Drive Extension
Roadway Safety & Traffic Operations
Hancock Ave. Bridge over T-Gap Channel
Austin Bluffs Corridor
Fillmore Street Corridor, I-25 to Sage
TOTAL

3
11
19
24
17
15
4
18
12
158

Cost
$190,031
$71,173
$186,085
$12,620
$23,176
$28,376
$60,094
$103,648
$24,111
$5,776,444
$4,474,484
$5,930,202
$1,374,096
$41,609
$315,070
$291,638
$957,545
$19,860,402

No PPRTA property was acquired by using eminent domain powers.

Division crews filled 28,821 potholes
and fixed minor road surface problems.
They also performed both wide and
narrow crack-sealing operations during

the winter months, placing 237.11 tons
of sealant over 299 lane miles to help
prevent further surface damage from
water and ice.

EL PASO COUNTY
Capital Projects
Hodgen Road (#12)

This project will make safety improvements to upgrade Hodgen Road to
two-lane arterial standards from Bar X
Road to Goshawk East and the Hodgen/
Meridian intersection. Design of Phase
Two was completed in 2012, and property
acquisition has begun. Phase Two construction will begin in the spring of 2013
and includes improving the vertical and
horizontal alignments of the road, adding
shoulders, adding auxiliary lanes at intersections, and improving drainage. (Budget:
$16.6 million funded by PPRTA.)
www.pprta.com

Meridian Road North
(#11)

In 2012, the design of the
second phase of the project
was completed, and construction began in August
2012. Construction includes
continuing the four-lane
road section, adding auxiliary lanes at intersections,
installing drainage improvements north from Stapleton
Road through Indian Paint
Trail, and transitioning to
the existing two-lane road
south of Rex Road. The

Meridian Road
PPRTA 2013 Report to the Citizens
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Phase Two project involves approximately
1.25 miles and will be completed in the
spring of 2013. (Budget: $7.6 million
funded by PPRTA.)

County Line Road (#10)

This project will institute safety improvements along the corridor from I-25 to
Furrow Road, including adding shoulders, revising the vertical profile and horizontal alignments, improving drainage,
providing turn lanes at key intersections,
and performing major reconstruction
and widening of the intersection at Furrow Road. Final design was completed
in 2012, and efforts continue to finalize
property acquisition needs and utility
relocation requirements. Right-of-way
acquisition will begin in the first quarter
of 2013, with construction to follow in
the summer of 2013. (Budget: $5.5 million funded by PPRTA.)

Baptist Road West (#1 & #6)

This project consists of two A-list projects:
Baptist Road widening from I-25 to Forest Lakes Drive and improving the Baptist
Road railroad crossing at the BNSF
railroad. This project will provide a gradeseparated crossing into the Twin Valley
sub-area west of the railroad and roadway improvements between Old Denver
Highway and the I-25 ramps. In 2012, the
corridor study was completed, a preferred
alignment for the bridge over the railroad
tracks selected, and preliminary design of
the preferred alternative initiated. (Budget:
$4.2 million funded by PPRTA.)

Marksheffel Road South (#25)

In 2012, El Paso County began a corridor planning and environmental link-

Before and after on the southwest corner of Norman and Main
ages study. The corridor extends from
SH24 to the future connection with
Mesa Ridge Parkway. The study will
also look at the short stretch of roadway
between this future connection and the
existing terminus at C&S Road on the
south. The goal of the study is to identify near-term safety improvements that
can be developed and implemented as
separate projects and that are consistent
with long-term needs.

Stapleton Road East (#26)

In 2012, El Paso County Engineering
Division completed the design survey
and began preliminary design. The project will provide a missing east-west link
in the roadway network by extending
Stapleton Road east from the intersection of Stapleton Road/SH24 to tie into
the intersection of Curtis Road/Judge
Orr Road. (Budget: $1.7 million)

Section. (Note: All mileages indicated
represent centerline miles.)

Paving

The 2012 PPRTA Asphalt Rehabilitation Program gave El Paso
County a completed contract amount
of $3,907,782. That amount was used
for paving 18.6 miles of roadway. These
roads were also patched, striped, shouldered, and rebuilt if needed, and thermoplastic street markings were installed
as necessary. Finally, safety improvements were completed on Meridian
Road where the roadway curves just
south of Latigo Road.

Maintenance Projects
The inspection and testing for maintenance projects was performed by the
El Paso County Construction Services

Chip sealing on Struthers Road

El Paso County Capital Projects Property Acquisition Summary (2004–Present)

Project Name
Baptist-Hodgen
Baptist Rd Widening
Struthers Road
Akers Drive
South Academy
Marksheffel Road (North)
Stapleton (West)
Hodgen Road Phase 1
Meridian Road (North)
Phase 1
Meridian Road (North)
Phase 2

Status of Project Status of Property
Construction
Acquisition
COMPLETE (2007) COMPLETE (2006)
COMPLETE (2008) COMPLETE (2006)
COMPLETE (2007) COMPLETE (2009)
COMPLETE (2007) COMPLETE (2008)
COMPLETE (2010) COMPLETE (2009)
COMPLETE (2011) COMPLETE (2010)
COMPLETE (2011) COMPLETE (2010)
COMPLETE (2011) COMPLETE (2011)

Total Acquisition Cost
to date (Does not
include consultant fees)
$
245,800
$
585,315
$
662,458
$
$
$
3,362,164
$
2,505
$
711,792

COMPLETE (2011)

Complete (2011)

6

6

0

0

3

$

39,375

ONGOING

ONGOING

5

4

1

0

1

$

2,320

159

158

1

2

23

$

5,611,729

Total
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Total Number of
Total Number of
Parcel
Total Number of
Total Number of
Parcels Acquired
Acquisitions Still
Parcel Acquisitions Parcel Acquisitions
by Eminent Domain Total Number of
Pending
Parcels Donated
Required for Project Completed to date
(Condemnation)
Negotiation
20
20
0
0
0
23
23
0
0
7
8
8
0
2
1
3
3
0
0
3
1
1
0
0
1
37
37
0
0
3
4
4
0
0
3
52
52
0
0
1
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Graveling on Funk Road

Graveling

The Public Service Department’s Highway Maintenance
personnel graveled 17.77 miles of roads, including Log
Road, Funk Road, Old Stage Road, Book Road, Milne Road,
Forest Green Way, Forest Green Drive, Cypress Road, Kirk
Drive, and Windfall Way.

Chip Seal

The department’s Highway Maintenance personnel performed chip seal on 48.2 miles of roads.

Concrete

A $656,922 contract was awarded in 2012 for concrete

Paving operations on Burgess Road
drainage projects; the contractor was also given $235,372 in
change orders, for a revised contract amount of $892,294.
Eighty projects were started and completed, staying under
budget.

Intersection Rehabilitation

Traffic signal equipment upgrades were completed at the
Marksheffel Road/Fontaine Boulevard intersection, and all
of the underground work was completed at the Constitution
Avenue/Peterson Road intersection, with final pole and signal head placement scheduled for completion in early 2013.

MANITOU SPRINGS
The City of Manitou Springs Public Works wants to thank the public for
voting YES on the 2015–2024 PPRTA
program. Without the 2004 original
PPRTA funding, the City would not
have been able to achieve all the downtown improvements that the public now
enjoys. With this year’s approval, the
City can now work on further capital
improvements: Manitou Avenue west
from Park Avenue to the new roundabout, Canon Avenue rehabilitation,
parking structure/shuttle, and sidewalk
through the City. Again, we sincerely
thank you for your support.

Capital Projects
In 2012, the City of Manitou Springs
started the Manitou Streetscape Phase
5B/PPRTA Phase 3 construction. The
winning bid came in at $993,723, with
www.pprta.com

a total estimated cost for this project at
$1,076,930.
The City’s other project is the
Manitou West Roundabout, and the
winning bid came in at $327,000. The
total cost for this project is estimated at
$367,955. Although the City is investing over $288,156 of its PPRTA and
Public Works funds in this roundabout
project, the City did not have the funds
necessary to cover the entire cost of this
project. The City asked the PPRTA Citizen Advisory Committee and Board of
Directors to redirect $80,000 toward this
project, out of an estimated $2,700,000
in excess 2012 capital revenues. This
request was approved unanimously.
We want to take this opportunity
to thank the City of Colorado Springs
and El Paso County for their support
during this process. Completion of both
projects is scheduled for Memorial Day

2013. This will complete the “A” projects
for the City. (The City does not have a
“B” project list.)

Maintenance Projects
In 2012, the City spent a total of
$337,361 on maintenance of streets and
storm drainages.
The City was able to overlay the
following streets: El Paso Boulevard,
Banks Place, Mayfair Avenue, Glen
Road, Lincoln Avenue, and Old Man’s
Trail. The total cost for this project was
$290,185.
Two vehicular bridges, Capitol Avenue Bridge and Church Street Bridge,
were also fully rehabilitated at a cost of
$24,000.
The curb and gutter at El Paso
Boulevard and Via Linda Vista was
replaced for $6,756. Three storm drain-

PPRTA 2013 Report to the Citizens
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age heads were rebuilt at the bottom of
Winona Road, Uinta Road, and South
Path at a cost of $5,050. A storm drainage culvert was installed at the intersection of Duclos Avenue and Otoe Place
for $5,760. Eleven storm drainage grates
were purchased at a cost of $3,560 and
have been installed around the City.
On Canon Avenue, an open storm drainage with high curb was replaced
by a catch basin, and the sidewalk was made ADA accessible.

Curb and gutter were added to Via Linda Vista to redirect storm drainage
to an existing catch basin on El Paso Boulevard.

GREEN MOUNTAIN FALLS
The Town of Green Mountain Falls has three perpetual
road projects currently underway. The Erosion Control
Project and the Road Rehabilitation Project both have equal
priority and ultimately work together. Sixty percent of the
Town’s streets are of aggregate roadway surface and over
the course of time have eroded to the point of requiring
between 7–27 inches of lift in an environment where grades
exceed 20% and pitches are greater than 6%. The larger
challenges include acquiring road-building materials and
establishing pitch/compaction to complement existing
drainage. The Right-of-Way Reclamation Project is aimed at
recovering Town ROW that has been encroached upon and
includes the removal of brush, trees, boulders, and manmade obstacles.
PPRTA funds are giving Town management the ability
to seek out assets and attack the projects with optimism.
Erosion control and road rehabilitation were enhanced
through better magnesium chloride application practices.
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The Erosion Control Project is critical to preserving
our aggregate material investment.

Acquiring thousands of yards of road-building materials
and distributing these materials on the aggregate roadway
surfaces throughout the community was made possible by
PPRTA funds.
www.pprta.com

RAMAH

2013 PPRTA Board Members
Councilmember Jan Martin, Chair
jmartin@springsgov.com
Commissioner Amy Lathen, Vice Chair
amylathen@elpasoco.com
Councilmember Merv Bennett
mbennett@springsgov.com
Councilmember Joel Miller
jcmiller@springsgov.com

The Town of Ramah was able to use PPRTA funds in
conjunction with Community Development Block Grant
funds. We received a block grant for paving, and PPRTA
maintenance funds enabled us to do some needed drainage
work as part of the new paving project. We also were
able to patch and clean up the main road through town,
Commercial Street, which intersects with Highway 24. This
is the most traveled road in Ramah, and we were able to
make some needed repairs that should last for many years.

Commissioner Dennis Hisey
dennishisey@elpasoco.com
Commissioner Peggy Littleton
peggylittleton@elpasoco.com
Mayor Marc Snyder
msnyder@comsgov.com
Trustee Tyler Stevens
gmf@tymosaco.net
Mayor Keith McCafferty
kangi777@netzero.net

Concrete pan at Pikes Peak and Commerce, built in conjunction
with a grant-funded paving project.

PPRTA Citizens Advisory Committee Members
City of Colorado Springs CTAB
Rick Hoover
rhoover.cos@comcast.net
Jim Egbert
jim@the-egberts.com
Ray Krueger
Raykrueger@earthlink.net

El Paso County HAC
Scott Turner
smturner2@comcast.net
Steve Hicks
steve@123betterlife.com
Richard “Reb” Williams
loboreb@msn.com

www.pprta.com

Town of Green Mountain Falls
Brian L.A. Wess
westernhorizon@bigfoot.com
Rob McArthur
gmfpublicworks@aol.com

City of Manitou Springs
Amy Filipiak
amyfilipiak@yahoo.com
Ray Ferguson
fergusonre@comcast.net

Tom Rogers
trogerspe@aol.com
Donald Feigel
donfeigel@q.com
Tom Harold
tomharold5403@comcast.net
Jim Godfrey
jim.godfrey@comcast.net

Town of Ramah

Ann DeVere
beadriffic@q.com

Dennis Carpenter
townoframah@juno.com

Brian Risley
brian@christiansenreece.com

Cindy Tompkins
calhanclerk@qwestoffice.net

Jay Lower
onetree@comcast.net

Citizens at Large

[vacant]

David Chestnutt
davidchestnutt@msn.com
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MOUNTAIN METROPOLITAN TRANSIT
Ten percent of the PPRTA tax is dedicated to providing the City of Colorado Springs’
Mountain Metropolitan Transit (MMT) public transportation services.
The public transit system is operated by private contractors
and administered by the City’s Transit Services Division.
Administration of the system includes planning, budgeting, intergovernmental coordination, and public outreach
for all of the services provided: local fixed-route and
specialized transportation, and alternative transportation
programs, including the Metro Rides vanpool program.
Transit’s mission is to provide the best, most cost-efficient public transit services
to our community.
Funding from the PPRTA is
often used as local match to
leverage additional funding from state and federal
grants. For example, using less than $1 million in
PPRTA funds, MMT received
more than $4 million in
federal grants. Transit also
secured $759,680 in FASTER
(Funding Advancement for
Surface Transportation and
Economic Recovery) state
transit grants for vehicle
replacements and planning studies.
Preliminary figures show Transit finished the year with just
over 2.9 million trips, which is 3% less than 2011. However, ridership increased from 24 to 25 boardings per hour, evidence
of continued good productivity. The drop in total trips was
largely due to the elimination of the express routes (Ute Pass
and FREX) and route 31 in Fountain, and an increase to ADA
Paratransit fares. Metro Rides vanpool participation increased
by 11% with an expansion of the program.
The local fixed-route system averaged more than 9,200
rides per weekday. Ticket sales, advertising, and other revenues covered 25% of operating costs, indicative of a very
cost-effective system.
The construction of a new contractor facility at the consolidated Transit campus achieved Leadership in Energy &
Environmental Design (LEED) Silver certification. LEED is
an international mark of excellence identifying measureable green building design, construction, operations and
maintenance solutions. LEED certification is assurance
that the building was designed and built using strategies
focused on achieving high performance in key areas such
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as sustainable site development, water savings, energy
efficiency, materials selection, and indoor environmental
quality.
The Mayor’s Transit Solutions Team (TST) was charged with
rethinking the City’s transit system to achieve optimum
customer service efficiently. The comprehensive review
showed that Transit provides a very efficient and effective
system. However, the TST
recommended a number of
changes to improve efficiency and ensure the long-term
financial sustainability of
the system.
2012’s technological
advancements improved
many aspects of transit.
Ten automatic passenger
counters installed during
2012 will tally ridership,
including the locations of
boarding and departing.
This information will be far
more detailed than the surveys used in the past, and
will enable Transit to even
better tailor the system to fit our community’s needs.
Transit has improved riders’ safety by installing additional
cameras on the fixed-route buses. The cameras installed
during 2011 and 2012 are proving invaluable to the organization in other ways, too – including overseeing contract
compliance.
Mountain Metropolitan Transit provides several different
types of services:

w 18 weekday, local fixed routes (Metro)
9 key routes served on Saturdays

w ADA demand-response paratransit (Metro Mobility

PPRTA funding also supports additional specialized
transportation for elderly and disabled customers through
local human services providers.

w Alternative Transportation programs (Metro Rides)
Transit Fleets:

w Local Fixed Route Fleet
w ADA Paratransit		
w Metro Rides Vans		
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2013 PPRTA Budget in Brief

Monthly
PPRTA Meetings
Open to the Public

The PPRTA ballot initiative allows administrative expenses of up to one
percent of revenues.			
Net Revenue:		

All meetings offer an opportunity
for public comment.
Make your voice heard!
The PPRTA Board of Directors
meets on the second Wednesday
of every month at 1:30 p.m.

Transit

10%

$6,926,100

Maintenance

35%

$24,241,350

Capital

55%

$38,093,550

Population

$24,241,350

Green Mountain Falls

0.1089%

$26,399

Manitou Springs

0.8494%

$205,914

Colorado Springs

70.8586%

$17,177,090

El Paso County

28.1621%

$6,826,873

0.0209%

$5,074

Maintenance:

The PPRTA Citizen Advisory
Committee meets on the first
Wednesday of every month
at 1:30 p.m.
Meeting location:

Ramah

Pikes Peak Area
Council of Governments
15 S. 7th St.
Colorado Springs, CO 80905

Capital:		$38,093,550

For more information
and meeting agendas,
visit www.pprta.com

Colorado Springs		

$23,004,388

El Paso County		

$15,089,162

Transit:		

$10,067,394*

* Including fare box revenue and appropriation of a portion of Transit Reserve funds

CONTACT INFORMATION
City of Colorado Springs
Capital Projects and Bridges: 385-5918
Potholes: 385-6808
Streets and Alleys: 385-5934
Pedestrian Ramps, Sidewalks,
Curb and Gutters: 385-5411
Signs and Markings: 385-6720
Traffic Signals (Timing): 385-5966
Traffic Signals (Maintenance): 385-6721
Mountain Metropolitan Transit:
385-RIDE (7433)
Website: www.springsgov.com

$69,261,000

El Paso County
Capital Projects: Jennifer Irvine, 5206460, jenniferirvine@elpasoco.com
Road Maintenance: Carl McClellan, 5206460, carlmcclellan@elpasoco.com
Website: www.elpasoco.com

City of Manitou Springs
Bruno Pothier, 685-2605
bpothier@comsgov.com
Website: www.manitouspringsgov.com

Town of Green Mountain Falls
Robert McArthur, 684-7850
gmfpublicworks@aol.com

Town of Ramah
Cindy Tompkins, 347-2586
calhanclerk@qwestoffice.net

PPRTA
Robert MacDonald, Board Secretary,
471-7080, rmacdonald@ppacg.org
Rick Sonnenburg, Program &
Contracts Manager, 471-7080 x138,
rsonnenburg@ppacg.org
Beverly Majewski, Financial
Manager, 471-7080 x136,
bmajewski@ppacg.org
Website: www.pprta.com

Website: www.gmfco.us
www.pprta.com

PPRTA 2013 Report to the Citizens
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