he Pikes Peak Rural Transportation Authority was formed when voters in Colorado Springs,
El Paso County, Manitou Springs, Green Mountain Falls, and Ramah approved a one-cent
sales tax to address transportation infrastructure and transit needs in the region. Fifty-five
percent of the funding is allocated to capital projects, 35% to maintenance projects, and 10% to
transit per the ballot measure approved by the voters in 2004.

CAPITAL PROJECTS
WOODMEN ROAD CORRIDOR44 Construction of

Woodmen Road Corridor Improvements from I-25 east to Stinson
Road began in September 2009 and was completed at the end of
2011. See page 2.

SOUTH METRO/PROBY PARKWAY44 In July 2011, the

Milton E. Proby Parkway mainline and three new ramps opened to
traffic, which resulted in a two-mile stretch of a four-lane highway
with high-speed ramps improving access for north and southbound
Academy Boulevard traffic. See page 2.

MAINTENANCE PROJECTS
ROADWAY MAINTENANCE44 Maintenance funds for

all five member governments were used for 111.13 lane miles of
asphalt overlays, 66.34 lane miles of chip seal, 16.7 miles of curb/
gutter, 7.72 miles of sidewalk, 494 pedestrian ramps, and 24,208
potholes filled.

TRANSIT PROJECTS
Rider boardings on Mountain Metropolitan Transit increased to
over 3 million trips in 2011. Improving sales tax collections allowed
for limited area Saturday transportation to be restored in March.
Technological advancements in 2011 improved efficiency and
effectiveness of staff and provided additional security for our riders.
See page 10.

COLORADO SPRINGS
Capital Projects
* Numbers next to the names of projects
refer to the map on page 12.

Woodmen Road Corridor
Improvements (#3)
Construction of Woodmen Road
Corridor Improvements from I-25 east
to Stinson Road began in September
2009 and was completed at the end
of 2011. This phase of construction
widened Woodmen Road to six lanes
between Campus Drive and Bell Drive.
Phase I included the construction of
a grade-separated interchange at the
Woodmen and Academy Boulevard
intersection.
Phase II design began in the fall of
2011 and will widen Woodmen Road
to six lanes from Academy Boulevard
to Powers Boulevard (SH-21). The
Phase II design initial task is to perform
a Corridor Development Study to
determine and best match remaining
corridor needs with available funding.
(Total project budget = $103
million; PPRTA portion = $31.8 million;
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City portion = $6.2 million;
federal portion = $30 million;
ARRA portion = $35 million)
Vincent Drive Extension
(#40) and Vincent Drive
Bridge Replacement (#30)
The construction of this
project has been separated into
two phases: (1) Vincent Drive
south from Dublin Boulevard
to North Nevada Avenue and
(2) Vincent Drive north from
Dublin Boulevard including the
Cottonwood Creek crossing.
Construction of the
first phase was completed late
2011. Drivers now have access
December 2, 2011, Vincent Drive Extension Phase 1
to North Nevada Avenue from
opens from Nevada Ave. to Dublin Blvd. (looking north)
Dublin Boulevard. The second
project budget = $16.0 million; PPRTA
phase realigns Vincent to the
existing Current-USA driveway at Dublin portion = $16.0 million)
Boulevard. The construction contract
Milton E. Proby Parkway (#5)
was awarded in late 2011 and will start
Construction of the expressway
in January 2012. The roadway will cross
(Milton E. Proby Parkway) started in
over the existing arch stone masonry
May of 2010. On July 1, 2011, the Milton
culverts and the project will include
E. Proby Parkway mainline and three
rehabilitation of the culverts. (Total
new ramps opened to traffic, which

New interchange at Proby Parkway and Academy Boulevard as viewed looking southwest.
PPRTA 2012 Report to the Citizens
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lights. A completion event was held on November 15, 2011,
celebrating the opening of the new roadway.
On November 11, 2011, Drennan Road reopened to
traffic. With the heavy equipment operations completed,
the project is ready for the planting of trees and bushes
according to the design drawings. This work requires warm
weather to finish and will start again in spring 2012. In 2011,
(continued on page 4)

The newly constructed interchange at Woodmen Road and Academy
Boulevard looking north

resulted in a two-mile stretch of a four-lane highway with
high-speed ramps improving access for north and southbound
Academy Boulevard traffic. On November 4, 2011, the two
remaining ramps at the Proby Parkway/Academy Boulevard
interchange opened to traffic. Colorado Springs now has the
highly anticipated east-west connection to and from I-25
to the Colorado Springs Airport and Powers Boulevard.
The streetlights along the corridor are high-efficiency LED

The reconstruction of the Hancock Avenue Bridge as seen looking
toward the north bank of the T-Gap Floodway.

Dear Citizens,
Thanks to you, the PPRTA—comprised of unincorporated El Paso County, the cities of Colorado Springs and
Manitou Springs, and the towns of Green Mountain Falls and Ramah—enjoyed another successful year in 2011
with numerous and significant transportation improvements.
This year, the City of Colorado Springs completed its two largest capital projects—Woodmen Road and Proby
Parkway—as well as the first phase of the Vincent Drive projects—Vincent Drive extension from N. Nevada to
Dublin. The City also has in design or under construction Vincent Drive/Bridge, Austin Bluffs Corridor, Fillmore
Street Corridor, Woodmen Road-Phase 2 and Hancock Avenue Bridge. El Paso County completed four capital
projects—Marksheffel Road widening from Colorado Tech to N. Carefree, Hodgen Road Upgrade from Highway
83 to Black Forest Road, Meridian Road-North from Woodmen to Stapleton, and Stapleton Road from Eastonville
to Highway 24. The County also has in design Meridian Road-South, County Line Road and Baptist Road-West.
Maintenance funds for all five member governments were used for 111.13 lane miles of asphalt overlays, 66.34
lane miles of chip seal, 16.7 miles of curb/gutter, 7.72 miles of sidewalk, 494 pedestrian ramps, and 24,208
potholes filled.
With the assistance of the PPRTA Citizen Advisory Committee, the Board of Directors will continue to monitor
the member governments’ spending of PPRTA revenues to ensure the best use of the funds for transportation
improvements in our community.

Dennis Hisey, Chair
PPRTA Board of Directors
www.pprta.com

Tom Harold, Chair
PPRTA Citizen Advisory Committee
PPRTA 2012 Report to the Citizens
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The Fillmore Street Corridor
Traffic Analysis recommended options
to improve traffic at I-25 and Fillmore
Street. Results showed a Diverging
Diamond Interchange (DDI) was
feasible both operationally and
geometrically. It was estimated that a
DDI would cost ±$10M versus ±$50M
for the single-point urban interchange
identified in the 2005 Environmental
Assessment. This preliminary analysis
has allowed the DDI concept to be
submitted by CDOT for the current
TIGER IV grant. The DDI was selected
over other regional projects due to
the ability to progress the project into
construction quickly.
97% of the construction of Milton E.
Proby Parkway was completed with
an expected full completion in late
May of 2012. (Total project budget =
$55.4 million; PPRTA portion = $55.4
million)
Austin Bluffs Parkway Corridor
Improvements (#7 and #22)
The preliminary design was
completed in June 2011 to widen
Austin Bluffs Parkway to six consistent
lanes between Nevada Avenue and Old
Farm Drive. The project team started
right-of-way acquisitions in 2011. Final
design and construction will commence
in 2012. (Total project budget = $29.9
million; PPRTA portion = $29.9
million)
Hancock Avenue Bridge
Replacement (#33)
The construction for the Hancock
Avenue bridge replacement over the
Templeton Gap Floodway is in progress
and will be completed by September
2012. The original structure, built in
1935, will be replaced, and roadway
improvements made along Hancock
Avenue and Nichols Boulevard. (Total
project budget = $5.1 million; PPRTA
portion = $5.1 million)
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Roadway and utility improvements along Nichols Boulevard and
Hancock Avenue will be completed
with the project and are under
construction. New curb, gutter and
sidewalk will provide pedestrian and
handicap accessibility along Hancock
Avenue from 4th Street to Portal Park.
Fillmore Street Corridor
Improvements (#21)
The City of Colorado Springs,
in conjunction with the PPRTA,
is beginning the final design stage
for improvements to the Fillmore
Corridor from Interstate 25 (I-25) to
Parker Street. This key transportation
corridor provides access for west
Colorado Springs to I-25 and numerous
businesses and recreational sites. (Total
project budget = $6.7 million; PPRTA
portion = $6.7 million)
The goal of the project is to design
and construct improvements that will
address the congestion occurring on
Fillmore Street, particularly at the
I-25 ramps during peak travel. These
conditions are expected to worsen in the
future due to anticipated development
within the immediate area. Construction
is anticipated to begin in early fall 2012.

PPRTA 2012 Report to the Citizens

On-Street Bikeway
Improvements (#28)
In 2011, approximately 4.2
miles of new bicycle lanes were
installed, increasing the City’s overall
bicycle lane mileage to nearly 90
miles citywide. New bicycle lane
locations include Cache La Poudre
Street between Mesa Road/Pikes
Peak Greenway to Cascade Avenue;
Fillmore Street between Mesa Road
and Centennial Blvd.; Sierra Madre
Street between Las Vegas and Kiowa
Street (includes some shared roadway
segments); N. Nevada Avenue
extension south of Dublin/Vincent;
and Woodmen Road between Campus/
Vincent and Stinson Road. Staff also
widened the existing bicycle lanes
on Cache la Poudre Street between
Cascade and Wahsatch in conjunction
with a street resurfacing project. Since
the start of the PPRTA program in 2005,
City staff has increased the amount of
bicycle lanes citywide by 60%.

Maintenance Projects
Bridge Repair and Maintenance
In 2011, the bridge repair and
maintenance program completed
www.pprta.com

work on 43 bridge structures with the
majority of the work consisting of guard
rail, bridge rail and hand rail repairs and
upgrades. Engineering analysis was also
conducted on 24 bridges. Completion
of a 25-year long-range bridge
replacement and rehabilitation plan and
an asset management system including
both major and minor bridges was
completed and implemented for 2012
program planning. The first phase of
the Circle Drive Bridges Rehabilitation
project was completed. The Fontanero
Street and Union Pacific Railroad
underpass assessment and temporary
shoring design was completed for 2012
construction.

City of Colorado Springs:
2005–2011 PPRTA Capital Project Right-of-Way
			and Easement Acquisitions
Parcel
Acquisitions

Cost

Austin Bluffs Interchange

14

$190,031

Cimarron Street Bridge

2

$71,173

Austin Bluffs/Nevada Improvements

3

$186,085

Fillmore/Union Improvements

2

$12,620

Academy/Fountain Improvements

2

$23,176

Constitution/Circle Drive Improvements

2

$28,376

Fillmore Street T-Gap to Hancock

15

$60,094

Completed Projects*

Fillmore/El Paso Improvements
3
$103,648
Traffic Engineering
In 2011, the City of Colorado
Academy/Pikes Peak Improvements
3
$24,111
Springs Traffic Engineering Team utilized
Powers Boulevard ROW Protection
11
$5,776,444
PPRTA maintenance funds to obtain
consultant services to design 15 signal
Woodmen Road Widening and
19
$4,474,484
replacements, complete a comprehensive
Interchange, Phase 1
study of the Fillmore corridor from
Proby Parkway
24
$5,930,202
I-25 to Centennial Boulevard, and
begin a study of the City’s traffic signal
Vincent Drive Extension, Phase 1
22
$1,479,486
system to identify ineffective, obsolete,
Roadway Safety & Traffic Operations
9
$39,819
or poorly operating signals. The Traffic
Engineering team partnered with the
TOTAL
131
$18,399,749
Streets Division to implement six small
school-crossing improvements around
* No PPRTA funds were used for property acquisitions using eminent domain
the City in 2011. The divisions will be
was also used to rebuild three traffic
able to fill 24,208 potholes and fix
partnering again on more small school
signals that were approximately 30
minor road surface problems. They
safety projects in 2012. PPRTA funding
years old and below current
also performed crack sealing on 244.5
standards. PPRTA funds
lane miles of roads using 193.9 tons of
also assisted with 919 miles
sealant to help prevent further surface
of road lane markings (433
damage from water and ice. As part of
miles were performed under
its pavement preservation effort, the
a contract to install long-life
program included an innovative wideepoxy markings), 620 school
crack sealing treatment that used new
legends, and 205 permanent
materials and processes, enabling the
long-lasting crosswalks.
City to fill larger cracks than it could in
previous years.
Pothole Patching and
Resurfacing Projects
Concrete Repairs
In 2011, the PPRTA resurfacing
In 2011, PPRTA-funded
program paved 55 lane miles of
Streets Division crews were
PPRTA concrete repairs

www.pprta.com

(continued on page 6)
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Colorado Springs

(continued from page 5)

streets, including the completion of
a test section on El Paso Street using
Recycled Asphalt Shingle (RAS)
asphalt material. 2.86 miles of roadway
were overlaid with this recycled
material and the remaining 50.52
miles were resurfaced with traditional
mix. The test section experimented
with two types of RAS: one mix used
5% RAS and the other used 2% RAS.
The environmental benefits of this
material are its reuse of post-consumer
asphalt shingles in a resurfacing
product, which also helps reduce the
amount of virgin asphalt oil needed in

the mix. The test section is designed
to investigate the durability and
performance characteristics of RAS.
Additionally, the PPRTA cooperated
with El Paso County on the Meridian
Road Extension Project by overlaying
1.91 miles of City roadway adjacent to
the County’s section of the project.
PPRTA crews received an
Honorable Mention in the City
Street Resurfacing category for its
paving work in Motor City at the 18th
Annual Colorado Asphalt Pavement
Association’s “Best in Colorado”
awards banquet. After coordinating
with the business owners and citizens,
this resurfacing project was done over

Resurfacing project on Motor City Way

several Sundays to reduce the impact
of lane closures on the car dealerships
and improve the pavement quality by
minimizing the number of joints that
were required. u

EL PASO COUNTY
and shouldered, and street
markings were installed as
The inspection and testing for the
necessary. Intersection safety
maintenance projects was performed
improvements were also made
by the El Paso County Construction
near Ute Pass Elementary
Services Section. (Note: All mileages
School. Schmidt Construction
indicated represent centerline miles.)
Company was the contractor
Paving: El Paso County had a
for the overlay contract in
revised contract amount for paving
2011.
of $3,121,679.06 that was used for
Graveling: The
paving 26.93 centerline miles of
Public Service Department’s
roadway. In addition to paving these
Highway Maintenance
roads, they were patched, striped,
personnel graveled 45.7 lane miles
of roads including
Soapweed Road,
Ramah Highway, Sweet
Road, Dzuris Road, and
Tahosa Road. Materials
were purchased from
Rocky Mountain
Materials and Asphalt
out of the Sokol Pit.
Chip Seal: The
department’s Highway
Maintenance personnel
performed chip seal on
31.88 miles of roads.
Academy Ramps to State Highway 85/87

Maintenance Projects
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Ellicott Highway patching

Concrete: The 2011 Concrete
Contract was held by AA Construction
Company, who completed 107 projects.
The original contracted award amount
was $592,101.05.

Tahosa Road
www.pprta.com

Capital Projects
* Numbers next to the names of projects refer to
the map on page 12.

Four projects that commenced construction in 2010
were completed in 2011. Three other projects are currently
in the design phase.
Marksheffel Road (#23): Construction to widen
Marksheffel Road to provide four lanes from Colorado Tech
Center Drive to North Carefree Circle was completed in
December 2011. A ribbon-cutting ceremony to mark the

Hodgen Road (SH83 to Black Forest Road) Complete

Construction included improving the roadway vertical
alignment, adding shoulders, adding auxiliary lanes at
intersections, improving drainage and reducing drifting
snow. (Budget = $16.6 million)
Meridian Road (North) (#11): This initial
phase of the project reconstructed the southbound lanes
from Woodmen to Stapleton Road. The project also
added an additional eastbound left turn lane at Meridian
and Woodmen and a new signal at the Londonderry
(continued on page 8)

Marksheffel Road ribbon-cutting ceremony

substantial completion and formal opening of the widened
roadway was held on October 6, 2011, with the remaining
construction including punch list work completed in
December. This project included construction of auxiliary
and bike lanes and a reconstructed traffic signal at the
Constitution intersection and installation of a storm drain
system and water quality ponds. (Budget = $19.3 million)
Hodgen Road (#12): Construction of the safety
improvements to upgrade Hodgen Road to two-lane-arterial
standards from State Highway 83 through the Black Forest
Road intersections was completed in December 2011.

Project Name
Baptist-Hodgen
Baptist Rd Widening
Struthers Road
Akers Drive
South Academy
Marksheffel Road (North)
Stapleton (West)
Hodgen Road
Meridian Road (North)
Total

www.pprta.com

Status of Project
Construction
COMPLETE (2007)
COMPLETE (2008)
COMPLETE (2007)
COMPLETE (2007)
COMPLETE (2010)
COMPLETE (2011)
COMPLETE (2011)
COMPLETE (2011)
ONGOING

Status of Property
Acquisition
COMPLETE (2006)
COMPLETE (2006)
COMPLETE (2009)
COMPLETE (2008)
COMPLETE (2009)
COMPLETE (2010)
COMPLETE (2010)
COMPLETE (2011)
Complete (2011)

Meridian Road (North)-Woodmen Road to Stapleton Road

Total Number of
Total Number of
Parcel
Total Number of
Total Number of Acquisitions Still Parcels Acquired
Total Acquisition Cost
to date (Does not
Parcel 1 Acquisitions Parcel Acquisitions
by Eminent Domain Total Number of
Pending
Required for Project Completed to date
Parcels Donated include consultant fees)
(Condemnation)
Negotiation
20
20
0
0
0
$
245,800.00
23
23
0
0
7
$
585,315.00
8
8
0
2
1
$
662,458.00
3
3
0
0
3
$
1
1
0
0
1
$
37
37
0
0
3
$
3,362,164.00
4
4
0
0
3
$
2,505.00
52
52
0
0
1
$
711,792.00
6
6
0
0
3
$
39,375.00
154

154

0

2

22

$

5,609,409.00
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El Paso County

MANITOU SPRINGS

(continued from page 7)

intersection. Construction was
substantially completed in 2011, except
for installation of a guardrail adjacent to
some utility poles, which was scheduled
for completion in January 2012.
(Budget = $7.6 million)
Stapleton Road (West) (#18):
The project included a new paved roadway
to connect Stapleton from Eastonville
Road to SH 24. Construction included
an under-drain system to mitigate
groundwater, a large concrete box culvert,
and curb and gutter. Construction was
completed on schedule in December
2011. (Budget = $2.4 million)
County Line Road (#10):
This project will institute safety
improvements along the corridor from
I-25 to Furrow Road to include adding
shoulders, revisions to the vertical
profile and horizontal alignments,
drainage improvements, providing
turn lanes at key intersections, and
major reconstruction and widening of
the intersection at Furrow Road. Final
design is proceeding with construction
anticipated to begin in late 2012 or early
2013. (Budget = $5.2 million)
Baptist Road–West (#1 &
#6): This project consists of two of the
A-list projects: Baptist Road widening
from Interstate 25 to Forest Lakes Drive
and the Baptist Road railroad crossing
at the BNSF railroad. This project will
identify and evaluate options for a
grade-separated crossing of this single
road access into the Twin Valley SubArea west of the railroad. In addition,
this project will evaluate the roadway
improvements needed between Old
Denver Highway and the I-25 ramps. A
consultant contract to study this corridor
was awarded in the fourth quarter, and
preliminary investigations are underway.
(Budget = $4.7 million) u
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founded in 1872, all City streets are
paved. We used 2” overlay asphalt, RAP
In 2011, the City asked the PPRTA (Recycle Asphalt Product), and fog
Board to hold the majority of its 2011
seal to achieve this goal. This would not
allocated capital funding in reserve
have been possible without the PPRTA
for Phase 3. This phase will build
funding.
traffic and pedestrian improvements
The following streets or portions
to Manitou Avenue between Ruxton
of were asphalted with 2” overlay:
Avenue and Park Avenue, with a
Agate Avenue, Crystal Hill Boulevard,
newly designed intersection at Park
Cul-de-sacs #1, #2 and #3, Elk Path,
and Manitou Avenue. As a result, the
Fairmont Avenue, Garnet Avenue, Jade
City has spent $62,262.99 in capital
Avenue, Manitou Terrace, Mica Avenue,
funds for 2011. This money was spent
Peakview Boulevard, Plainview Place,
on additional work within the design
Puma Path, Seneca Road, Spur Road
engineering contract for design of this
and Tulsa Road.
intersection. This project is tentatively
scheduled to go to bid in the second
quarter of 2012 and to be built after
Labor Day. The City will again use
its allocated PPRTA Capital Project
funding as match to awarded federal
transportation grants.

Capital Projects

Maintenance Projects
The City of Manitou Springs
American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act (ARRA) Clean Water and Drinking
Water project moved forward during
2010/2011 limiting our streets
maintenance project.
In 2011, the City spent a total of
$281,000.00 rehabilitating a number of
streets and storm drainages. This year,
for the first time since the City was

PPRTA 2012 Report to the Citizens

444 Ruxton Avenue

Puma Path

The following dirt streets or
portions of were chipsealed and fog
sealed: Bond Street, Chelten Road,
Chipeta Road, Duncan Avenue, Short
Road, South Side Road, Spur Road, Tio
Road, Uinta Road, Via Chula Vista and
Winona Road.
The following streets or portions
of were overlaid with 3” RAP: Alpine
Trail, Burn Road, Geneva Trail, Lucerne
Trail and Trestle Trail.
In addition, the City replaced/
repaired a number of storm drainage
heads and culverts at the following
locations: Winters Street, Ruxton
Avenue, El Monte Place, Manitou
Avenue, Pawnee Avenue and Midland
Avenue. u
www.pprta.com

GREEN MOUNTAIN FALLS
The Town of Green Mountain Falls has three perpetual
road projects currently underway. The Erosion Control
Project and the Road Rehabilitation Project both have equal
priority and ultimately work together. Sixty percent of the
streets are of aggregate roadway surface and over the course

of time have eroded to the point of requiring between
7–27 inches of lift in an environment where grades exceed
20% and pitches are greater than 6%. The larger challenges
include acquiring road building materials and establishing
pitch/compaction to complement existing drainage. The
Right of Way Reclamation Project is aimed at recovering
town ROW that has been encroached upon, and includes
the removal of brush, trees, boulders and man-made
obstacles.
PPRTA funds are allowing town management the
ability to seek out assets and attack the projects with
optimism. Erosion control and road rehabilitation were
enhanced through better magnesium chloride application
practices. Acquiring thousands of yards of road building
materials and the distribution of same on the aggregate
roadway surfaces throughout the community was made
possible by PPRTA proceeds. This funding is critical to the
benefiting factors associated with the three improvement
projects in Green Mountain Falls. u

PPRTA Board Members
Commissioner Dennis Hisey, Chair
dennishisey@elpasoco.com
Councilmember Jan Martin
Vice Chair
jmartin@springsgov.com
Councilmember Angela Dougan
adougan@springsgov.com
Councilmember Val Snider
vsnider@springsgov.com
Commissioner Amy Lathen
amylathen@elpasoco.com
Commissioner Peggy Littleton
peggylittleton@elpasoco.com
Mayor Marc Snyder
msnyder@comsgov.com
Mayor Tyler Stevens
gmfmayor@tymosaco.net
Mayor Pro Tem Keith McCafferty
kangi777@netzero.net
www.pprta.com

RAMAH
The Town of Ramah used PPRTA maintenance funds
to construct a concrete pan adjacent to a new paved street
that was completed in 2011. This capital project was funded
by grant funds, and the maintenance funds received by
PPRTA enabled the town to aid in the drainage of the new
street and make it as efficient as possible. Additional funds
were used for patching mix, which we have used and stored
for future use whenever needed. u
PPRTA 2012 Report to the Citizens
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MOUNTAIN METROPOLITAN TRANSIT
Ten percent of the PPRTA tax is dedicated to expanding the City of Colorado Springs’
Mountain Metropolitan Transit (MMT) public transportation services.
The public transit system is operated by private contractors and administered by the City’s Transit Services Division.
Administration of the system includes planning, budgeting, intergovernmental coordination, and public outreach for all
of the services provided: local fixed-route and specialized transportation, express routes such as the Front Range Express
(FREX), and alternative transportation programs including the Metro Rides vanpool program.
Funding from the PPRTA is often used as local match to leverage additional funding from state and federal grants. For
example, using $779K in 2011 in PPRTA funds, MMT received more than $3 million in federal grants. The grants offset the
cost of key I.T., planning, capital, and vehicle purchases and put more transit service on the street.

2011 Capital and Planning Projects Competed:
u

Consolidated transit facilities to the Transit Drive campus.

u

Enhanced public safety with the installation of video cameras on all fixed-route and paratransit vehicles.

u

Purchased 30 new Metro Mobility vans to replace aging fleet and reduce maintenance costs.

u

Future of Regional Transit Governance and Funding study was completed. Its steering committee recommended that
an area transit governance structure and dedicated annual
funding be considered to help stabilize area transit services.

Transit Ridership Gains
MMT saw a 7% increase in overall boardings in 2011 compared
to 2010, and ridership across all services provided approximately
3,000,000 trips during 2011. The system averaged 10,000 rides
per weekday and achieved a local route farebox recovery ratio
(rider fares versus operational costs) of over 25% with over 45%
on FREX. MMT is efficient and provides important access to jobs
for area residents.
The Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality demonstration project
route, the Ute Pass Express, ended in October 2011 due to lower
than expected ridership. MMT’s Metro Rides vanpool program
was employed to offer alternative service. The Metro Rides
vanpool program, also CMAQ-funded, was expanded from 24 to
34 vans for daily commuting trips.
2011’s technological advancements improved efficiency and effectiveness of staff and provided additional security for our
riders. The M5 program automated preventive maintenance scheduling and added many useful pieces of information for
the maintenance of fleet and facilities. To improve system security, cameras have been installed on all of the buses.
Mountain Metropolitan Transit provided several different types of services in 2011:
u

18 local routes on weekdays (Metro)

u

El Paso County (Woodmoor, Security/Widefield)

u

9 local routes on Saturdays (Metro)

u

Greenwood Village and Denver (FREX)

u

ADA demand-response service (Metro Mobility)

MMT transit fleet (2011):

u

2 express routes (FREX, Ute Pass Express)

u

Local buses (with wheelchair lifts)		

42

u

30 vanpools (Metro Rides)

u

ADA vehicles (with wheelchair lifts)

48

u

Specialized assistance transportation (agencies)

u

Vanpool vans				37

u

Express buses (with wheelchair lifts)

MMT areas served in 2011:
u

The City of Colorado Springs

u

Manitou Springs
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For updated route and schedule information,
visit www.mmtransit.com
www.pprta.com

Monthly
PPRTA Meetings
Open to the Public

2011 PPRTA Budget in Brief
The PPRTA ballot initiative allows administrative expenses of up to one
percent of revenues.			

All meetings offer an
opportunity for public
comment.

Net Revenue:		

Make your voice heard!
The PPRTA Board of Directors
meets on the second Wednesday
of every month at 1:30 p.m.

Transit

10%

$6,794,000

Maintenance

35%

$23,779,000

Capital

55%

$37,367,000

Population

$23,779,000

Green Mountain Falls

0.1089%

$25,896

Manitou Springs

0.8494%

$201,986

Colorado Springs

70.8586%

$16,849,475

El Paso County

28.1621%

$6,696,666

0.0209%

$4,977

Maintenance:

The PPRTA Citizen Advisory
Committee meets on the first
Wednesday of every month
at 1:30 p.m.

Ramah

Meeting location:
Pikes Peak Area
Council of Governments
15 S. 7th St.
Colorado Springs, CO 80905

$67,940,000

Capital:		$37,367,000

For more information
and meeting agendas,
visit www.pprta.com

Colorado Springs		

$22,538,899

El Paso County		

$14,828,101

Transit:		

$9,916,840*

* Including fare box revenue and appropriation of a portion of Transit Reserve

CONTACT INFORMATION
City of Colorado Springs
Capital Projects and Bridges: 385-5918
Potholes: 385-6808
Streets and Alleys: 385-5934
Pedestrian Ramps, Sidewalks,
Curb and Gutters: 385-5411
Signs and Markings: 385-6720
Traffic Signals (Timing): 385-5966
Traffic Signals (Maintenance): 385-6721
Mountain Metropolitan Transit:
385-RIDE (7433)
Website: www.springsgov.com

Town of Ramah

El Paso County
Capital Projects: Jennifer Irvine, 5206460, jenniferirvine@elpasoco.com
Road Maintenance: Carl McClellan, 5206460, carlmcclellan@elpasoco.com
Website: www.elpasoco.com

City of Manitou Springs
Bruno Pothier, 685-2605
bpothier@comsgov.com
Website: manitouspringsgov.com

Town of Green Mountain Falls
Robert McArthur, 684-7850
gmfpublicworks@comcast.net

Cindy Tompkins, 347-2586
cindy@calhan.net

PPRTA
Robert MacDonald, Board Secretary,
471-7080, rmacdonald@ppacg.org
Rick Sonnenburg, Program &
Contracts Manager, 471-7080 x138,
rsonnenburg@ppacg.org
Beverly Majewski, Financial
Manager, 471-7080 x136,
bmajewski@ppacg.org
Website: www.pprta.com

Website: www.gmfco.us
www.pprta.com
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